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she considered this her personal affair and, like
those she had on many other subjects, did not
talk of them to others. We know that she had
her own beliefs and that they were real to her.
She had one little private book which she carried
with her, in which she wrote .down prayers she
herself had composed. These prayers were
written in the different languages she knew, in
Latin, Greek, French, Italian, and of course
English, and they show she believed herself
helped by God. She always stood firmly for a
certain amount of ritual in the church services,
and she thoroughly disapproved of Puritanism.
She was not bigoted, and for instance she allowed
the poems of the Jesuit Robert Southwell to be
published in England, and she herself read them
and enjoyed them. But her real position was
simply opposition to tjhe Pope, and that was
forced upon her by the fact that no Pope could
ever recognize the marriage of her mother, Anne
Boleyn.
Driven in this way to continue Henry VIIFs
break away from the Papacy, Elizabeth, as time
passed, became to the Pope the great obstacle
in the way of winning England back to Rome.
If only she could be removed, Mary Stuart, the
next heir, as a Catholic, would be able to do
more.
The Pope, therefore, in 1584, set on foot the
famous " Enterprise of England ". A three-fold
attack was to be made. There were always two